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WORLD PEACE THROUGH SPACE LAWt 

William A. Hyman* 

W HY has this discussion been entitled "World Peace Through Space 
Law"? Why "Space Law"? It is because there is a general be-

lief that space will be the avenue to peace or war, and that only inter-
national control of space will avoid war and enable us to have peace. 

Space is the· most vulnerable spot in the armor of every nation today, 
for the control of space would enable an aggressor to devastate the earth. 
The nation which controls space will control the world. If this control 
comes into the hands of a ruthless, dictatorial nation, it may mark the end 
of freedom for mankind. Thus, the importance of international space law 
as the means of establishing peace cannot be overestimated. 

Outer Space is now being explored by individual nations and will soo:1 be 
put to use. Shall we sit idly by or shall we do what we can to insure that 
the use of Outer Space be devoted for the common benefit of all mankind? 

On October 4, 1957, Sputnik I was successfully launched by the Soviet 
Union. In January, 1959, Lunik I was launched, past the moon and 
into orbit around the sun. On September 13, 1959, they hit the moon with 
a rocket and allegedly dropped their flag on the moon. On October 3, 
1959, they sent a rocket into orbit around the moon and directed it on a 
path to be returned into orbit around the earth. This is some indication 
of the tremendous progress made in the science of space by the Soviet Uri'ion. 
The United States has also sent rockets into space, although its satellites 

t Presented at the Meeting of the Philippine Lawyers' Association, Decem-
ber 28, 1959. 
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