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HELD: In t!he case of Queruibin vs. Court of Appeals, et a:!. 
(46 0. G. 1554), the latest on <the point, we held that Section 177 
of t'he Revised Election Code is directory in nature. 'Iihe following 
observations are controlling : . 

"The ptml'ision of Section 1 77 of the Revised Election 
Code ... that the tnial court shall decide a protest within 
six mOil'ths or one yea:r from its filing when oonteslting 
a municipal or provincial office is directory in nature. 

"To dismiss aiil election contest or appeal because the 
respective courts, Tegardless of cause or reason, have fai.Ied 
to render final decisions within the t1me limits of said 
seotions is to defeat <the administration of justice upon 
factors beyond control of the paPties. Tlhat would 
defeat the purpose of due process of law and would make 
of 'the adrmnist:Tation of justice in election contests an 
a:leaoory process where the litigants, iPrespective of the 
merits of thei•r dai·ms, wiH be gamMing for a deadline." 

I<I_J. the case aJt ·bar, the Supreme Court held that the pPotest 
was not disposed of by the respondent jrudge within the statutory 
period of six months due to justifiable causes. 

·Petition dismissed. (Timoteo Cachola, Petitioner, vs. Andres 
Cordero, et al., Respondents, G. R. No. L-5780, promulgated Feb-
ruary 28, 1953.) 

SECTION 180, REVISED ELECTION CODE 

IN AN ELECTION PRoTEsT; COMMISSIONERs' FEES ARE CoLLECT-
roLE AGA!NST .THE LosiNG PARTY AS PART OF THE 
A.ND CosTs"_, BUT NoT THE PRINTING ExPENSES _FOR THE _BRiEF 
AND THE STENoGRAPHic NoTEs . 

. FAcTs: Bernardo filed an election protest agamst Ma-
merto Ribo for the office of jn-ovincial governor of Leyte. After 
trial, M.affieroo Ribo was declared wU.nner and upon appeal said 

· decision was affiTmed by the Court of Appeals .. After the judg-
ment had become final, Mamert:o Rilbo filed a biH of expenses and . 
costS, which. wali opposed by. Bernardo Torres. The court rendered 
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judgment allowing 1:!he payment of COIIllllMoners' fees lilnd other 
i-tems except attorney's fees a:nd pcinting of brief. The motion for 

fiJ.ed by Thvres having been deifl, the present 
appeal was l'll!terposed. -· 

HELD : The commissioners' fees are included within rthe term 
"expenses and cOsts'.' used in Section 180 of the Revised Election 
Code as coHeccible against the losing party. However, ex-
penses for the br.ief1 and <tihe stenogmphic notes are not allowed 
as the latter are part of the record allld no party :is called upon to 
get a copy <thereof. (Bernardo Torres, Protestan-t-Appellant, vs. Ma-
merto Ribo, Pro•testee-Appellee, G. R. No. L-5394, promulgated April 
29, 1953.) 

------

lNo alilowalllce shall be made to the prevailiJn.g party Wn. dte Supreme 
CoUI't or Court of Appeals for the brief or written arguments of his at-
torney, or copies 11hereof ... (Ru.le 13.1, Sec. 11 (d), Rules of Court). 


