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the role of academics, researchers and scholars. They are the practitioners of 
the law who are trained to take a step back and look at the movement from 
a broader perspective. They are the ones able to tell us what turns law and 
jurisprudence have made and explain why. But more importantly, they are • 
the ones who help us realize if the shape of the law and its jurisprudence · 
have already gone against the values we hold dear as a nation. . · 

Thus, the Ateneo Law journal performs an important function in our law. 
practice. It gathers the works of men and women who study the law and 
jurisprudence atl.d explore their progress in order to explain to us what we 
·have . done and what we can do to improve our future. As we enter a new 
phfse in our national life, these reflections can only help the country move 
forward in the right direction. 

60TH COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE 

The Influence of the Law Review on the 
Bench 
Reynato S. Puno* 

judges have ct la.st awakened, or at all events a number cf them not wholly 
negligible, to the treasures buried in law reviews. 

- Benjamin Cardozo 

I7 

It has been said quite frequently among the academic community that there 
are two ways of measuring a law school: first, you look at the faculty list; 
second, you look at their law joumal. Law reviews and law journals embody 
the prevailing ideas and futuristic thoughts of the school. 

Law reviews were begun by law students over a century ago as an 
academic experiment, and now, these reviews have achieved a prominent 
and influential position in the legal profession. 1 In the present age, law 
reviews are a. necessary adjunct of any respectable law school. They are 
priceless institutions which aid greatly in the field of legal scholarship. "The 
publication of a t least one law review is clearly a prestige symbol that a law 
school cannot do without It procures for the school ... a place in the realm 
oflegal scholarship."" 

Although Widely regarded as the first law review, the Harvard Law 
Review was not, in fact, the first. 3 There had been many other "law reviews" 
by the time that Harvard Law came into existence. Nevertheless, it remains 
the most prominent of law reviews and, even today, is widely considered to 
be the cause for the overwhelming number of law reviews in the legal 
academe. 

The growth of legal journalism in the United States of America during 
the 19th century provided the groundwork upon which law reviews were 
built.4 Those early journals typically highlighted recent court decisio.ns, local 
news,. and editorial comments. s During the middle to late I Boos, new ltlgal 
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