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2.) VIGILANCE.263 

Secondly, a vigilant press, bar, civic or non-governmental orga­
nizations which monitors unjustified attacks on public officers, would 
aid in the development of an accountable press. Press associations, 
should provide for internal rules of discipline and strictly implement; 
the same. Bar associations should promptly come to the defense of 
unjustifiably beleaguered judges whose reputations have been ma­
lign,ed without reason. The Integrated Bar should monitor criticisms 
hurfe.d against judges and should help answer the same if untrue. 
Civic associations, non-governmental organizations and patriotic-minded 
citizen~ should also do the same, as their interests in the promotion 
of the \ruth and the maintenance of a high morale among persons in 
the gov'ernment service cannot be over-emphasized. Lastly, a relevant 
education available to all would effectively arm the citizens with the 
power to discern truth from untruth, with the end in view of eventually 
withdrawing public support for irresponsible broadcast and print media. 

2
" Bernas, supra note 260, 274. 
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In express terms, the Philippine Constitution a:mfers judicial power 
upon the Supreme Court. Traditionally, this power is to be exercised in 
a passive manner; in other words, the Supreme Court is expected to discharge 
the bulk of its functions by applying a given set of laws to existing legal 
controversies, nothing more. This oversimplified perception, however, belies 
the Court's potential as an active participant in the national arena; for 
the Court has on occasion been asked to pass upon the validity of executive 
and legislative acts. As the effects of such decisions are not limited to 
the parties immediate thereto but extend to the rest of the community, the 
Court, in the exercise of the very power granted it by the Constitution, 
goes beyond the field of adjudication and enters that of policy-making. 

Admittedly, policy-making is regarded as a function best left to the 
discretion of the executive or legislvtive branches. Thus, the Court must 
recognize established legal limitations on its power of judicial review, such 
as the political question doctrine. In more practical terms, the Court must 
realize that policy-making demands technical expertise and skill which it 
has in scarce amount and which functionally pertain to the executive and 
legislative branches. 

This thesis analyzes selected Supreme Court decisions and demon­
strates that although the Supreme Court recognizes such limitations, it 
persists in resolving economic controversies laid before it. In effect, the 
Court formulates economic policy - and a protectionist one at that - in 
the guise of settling constitutional issues. 

Furthermore, the Court, through such action, oversteps the bounds of 
its authority. 

This thesis also establishes the often blatant inconsistency between 
Court decisions and executive and legislative determinations and discusses 
the adverse effects such inconsistencies have on the Philippines' fledgling 
economy. Finally, based on the above analysis of Court decisions and their 
consequences, this thesis offers available courses of action that will help 
set guidelines for the proper exercise of judicial power in the context of 
practical economic considerations. 
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