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but appointed a replacement. In these cases of serious cri~es, it is_ a. matter 
of public interest. It does not matter how brilliant the ~erson 15. Pu_blic mterest 
demands that a non-lawyer who insists· to defend ·himself by his lonesome 

should be represented by counsel. 

It is important to note that there are cases where legal representation is 
not allowed. ·In the conciliation proceedings before the barangay, lawyers are 
not allowed because they will only prolong the negotiations. Th~ Bureau of 
Pat~nts is a unique office. It is the only office where a notanzed spec1al 
powe~ ·f?f attorney is required before a lawyer may be allowed to appear for 
somebody else. In the first level courts, a party can b~ represented by a non
lawyer. Iti. fact, there is actually a practicum program m some schools, where 
fourth ye~~ law students are allowed to handle cases in the first level courts. 
This is a si,tuation where non-lawyers may represent a party. 

In my ;talk I was able to discuss three doctri~al p~nouncement~ and 
.... ; blem areas in legal ethics, namely conflict of mterest, conflict of ce • ._n pro . · il 

duties the scope of authority given to lawyers, the attorney-client pnv ege 
and r~presentation. It is hoped that the foregoing discussion w~s able to s~ed 
some light on tjlese problem areas as well as provide guidelines m approachmg 

similar issues in the future. 

Social, Ethical and Conflict Resolution Aspects 
of the Davide Impeachment Case 
Atty. Carlos P. Medina· 

The Impeachment Case against Chief Justice Hilario Davide basically 
concerned a technical issue whether or not the Judicial Development 
Funds ('J'DF") were misused. And when you want to answer technical issues, 
you need a technical body to do that. In this kind of situation, you would 
need the Commission on Audit. That is why some people are even opposed 
to the Senate having a trial to determine the truth behind the use of the JDf 
because they think that in a Senate trial, they will not be after the truth. The 
Senate is a political body and so whatever decision is made will be a political 
decision. That was a big reservation to having a Senate trial for many citizen 
groups and political organizations. Because for them, even the Impeachment 
itself was not meant to discover the truth but was basically a "power play" 
between and among vested interests . 

There an< basically two responses to this controversy. One was political, 
with so many people going out into the streets and demonstrating. The other 
was the work of lawyers, the legal part, which tried to deal with the technical 
questions and that is why we have the Davide Impeachment case. 

Briefly, what happened in this case? On June 20, 2003, former President 
Joseph Estrada filed an impeachment case against eight Justices of the Supreme 
Court, including Chief Justice Davide. The grounds were violation of the 
Constitution, betrayal of the public trust and other high crimes. The Justice 
Committee of the House of Representatives disrnissec the complaint for 
being insufficient in substance. It said that the complaint was sufficient in 
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