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maintain the distance between them, they can carry their passengers to, their 
destination. In the case of the State, it is to enable them to be good "citiz"ens ~ 
the Here wd Now; in the case of the Church, it is to make them ~?cid citizelis 
also in the Here and Now but with a view to the attainment of everlasting life in 
the Hereafter. 

If you put the two tracks together, as would happen in a theocracy, the train 
would be derailed. If you put them too far apart, as certain members of the Bata-
san Pambansa seem to want to do; i~.would.stop the train dead. ,' 

Separation of Church and State is a factof political life that I accept. Btit I 
maintain that separation should not mean isolation. There are instances when 

: they must support one' another. For instance, when the Pope came, it was the 
State that furnished him security. And quite rightly so. For it is the State that has 
the expertise on such matters ·~· - and never,·mind what• happened in the case of 
Ninoy Aquino. · . , -

For 'her part, the Church can give valuable assistance to the State. For in
stance, du:i'ing the recent natural ·calamities \vhich· hit the. country, the Church 
was .highly ·Visible in the·:disaster,areas, working hand' in hand with the State in 
distributing relief. -· -

.' : Thank. you, my friends, ,for> yqur ·kind .indulgence in hearing me out. May 
the good Lord bless you, and ·-may lk continue showering you with His choicest 
graces as you ·strive to be the Christian lawyers. that ·the country needs so sorely. 
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CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS IN SECURING 
AN EFFECTIVE, EFFJCIENT AND FAIR 

ADMINISTRATION OF CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE AND THEIRSOLUTIONS 

Justice Ricardo C. Puno* 

(Paper delivered in two lectures [March 2 and 3, 1982] at the United Nations Asi4 and 
Far East lnstitute, Harumicho, Fuchu, Tokyo, japan.) 

Greek myt~ology tells_ us of a monstrous serpent JHydra) having nine 
heads, each of wh1ch, when severed, was replaced by two. · 

The world today seems to flnd ·itself grappling with a new and reincar
nated Hydra - with monstrous heads of all kinds of crime and criminality. Faced 
with what seems to be an accelerating rate of lawlessness, the community. of na
tions struggles to prevent the disintegration of the social fabric amid the perva
sive atmosphere of apprehension and anxiety. From the most advanced cities to 
the most isolated isles, crime and criminality pose qtost serious problems. 

In the year just past, attempts have been made against the· lives of well 
known world leaders - ·Pope John PauUI, American President Ronald Reagan, 
and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. An American NATO offlcer Brigadier Gene
ral J runes Dozier was kidnapped. Countless criminal activities, ranging_ from thie~ 
veries to murders; perpetrated either by professional felons or amateur law
breakers, singly or collectively, have crowded the. ·pages of news bulletins. of al
most every country in the world. 

Criminal Justice - Its Problems 

All countries. deal with felonious activities and those responsible for thein 
through their own respective criminal justice systems .. Every system which ope
rates in each country would typically work throqgh interlocking, iu.terrelated, 
interdependent and interacting component ~gencies. The surri total of the func
tions, duties and activities of the police, the- prosecutors, the qefehSe attorneys, 
the judges, the prison wardens, and the correctional personnel, iri their dealings 
and relationships with the violators of the law, makes up the ,commaljustice 
process. 

*Former Minister o/Justiee of the Republic of the Philippines. 
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