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CONCLUSION 

Trade liberalization is the wave of the future. Enlarging market 
reach is the goal of every forward-lookging business entrepreneur. I,n 
fact, the dominance of many world-class multinationals lie in their 
ability to produce superior products at competitive prices. 

Governments - particularly in developing countries -cannot just 
open their borders to the onslaught of multinationals, lest, in an 
unprotected environment, their fledgling industries would be bull­
dozed 'overnight. There is a need to take measured steps to level the 
playing 'field thereby enabling regressed industries to grow up and 
prepare for global competition. Hence, regional trade blocs have been 
resorted t6, preparatory to a completely liberalized movement of goods, 
services, people, and money. 

This intermediate step of protection through regional blocs will 
not succeed, however, without a complementary review, updating, 
and harmonization of laws, regulations, and even the adjudicatory 
systems of th~ member countries. AFT A is not an end in itself. It is 
merely a preparation to make ASEAN -and its Member States -
compete in the world of e.<;:onomic giants. In this intermediate step, 
legal harmonization is essential. Truly, no free trade arrangement 
anywhere in the world can succeed without the accompanying legal 
system to suport it. And the time to build that legal system is now, 
concurrently with the building of the trade bloc. 
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The writ of amparo1 originated in Mexico, where it was provided 
for in the Constitution of the State of Yucatan in 1841 and later in 
the Federal Constitution of 1857. 

Noteworthy it is that it was also ir; Mexico that the modern trend 
of incorporating fundamental social and economic rights in the Con­
stitution started. The Mexican Constitution of February 5, 1917, which 
is still basically in force, opened up new perspectives. It was more 
advanced than even the German Constitution of October 1919, thus 
antedating the latter by two years in establishing as constitutional a 
number of fundamental social rights.2 

The social transcendence of human rights was thus constitution­
ally recognized. And in addition to those rights that have traditionally 
been granted to the individual, others have arisen that put him in a 
new dimension: his integration into the various social groups of which 
contemporaty society is made up. Speaking on the new Constitutions 
of the world, B. Mirkins Guetzevitch aptly observed that, in the 20th 
century, the social purpose of law is not only a doctrine or a scho .. ol 
of legal thought but the very essence of life.3 

• A.B. '59, LI.B. '62 Curn Laude, Ateneo de Manila University, Postgraduate Studies '82, Salzburg 
University; Partner, Azcuna, Yorac, Sarmiento, Arroyo & Chua Law Offices; Member, 1971 
Constitutional Convention and 1986 Constitutional Commission; 1987-90 Presidential Legal 
Counsel and Spokesman; Editor-in-Chief, Ateneo Law Journal (1961-62). 

1 "Amparo" is a word ·Dieaning protection, from amparar meaning "to protect•. 

2 P. RoUSIX, GENESIS DE LOS ARTICULOS 27 Y 12 DE LA CONSTITUCION POLITICA DE 1917 27 ET. SEC. 

(2o ED. 1959). 

·> LAS·NUEYAS CONSTITUCIONES DEL MUNDO 34 (1931). 






