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The year 2004 could have well been marked in the annals of the 
Philippines by the maiden use of the automated election. But the country 
was deprived of the golden chance to join the growing roster of states with 
modem election systems which include developing countries such as 
Kenya, Mali, Zambia, Romania, Albania, Mexico and Argentina because of 
the Decision of the Court. 119 

The DeCision of the of the Court left the country in a position that was 
the same as before - with manual elections subject to the same problems and 
delays. The wherefores of the Automated Election Laws are still left hanging. 
It wo~d be unjust to say that it was solely because of the Decision by which 
the Pliilippines was denied an automated election. Perhaps the manner by 
which COMELEC decided to implement the computerization of the 
elections \pf 2004 contributed to put to naught the ratio of the Automated 
Election l~w forcing the Supreme Court to step into COMELEC's realm 
and nu% the Contract because of national interest and_ of such 
transcendental cause. 

The computerization of the national elections was founded on a post­
modem premise - the adoption of information technology to augment the 
political processes of the country. The ratio of the Automated Election Laws 
being the expediency, efficiency and the furtherance of the efficacy of the 
national electoral processes_- the conclusion seemingly was unavoidable 
progress or the movement towards the next wave. 

As an afterthought, ii: may be left to mind, that as with all great premises, 
sometimes the conclusion does not carry through. The minor premises, such 
as the implementation aspect or the enforcement and execution- aspect, 
sometimes (as in this case) destroy the functionality of the syllogism and the 
ratio of the argument. 
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