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SEQUESTRATION: A REVIEW* 

FRANCIS E. GARCHITORENA•• 

I. 

Prior to February 25, 1986, the word sequestration appeared in statute 
law principally in the Civil Code as a form of involuntary .QI?posit. It was really 
just another word for attachment or receivership. · 

The word "sequestration," however, appears to have formed part of 
Philippine jurisprudence only after the war in the case of Hawpia vs. China 
Banking Corporation1 which dealt with the consequences of the military takeover 
of enemy property during the war. We do not encounter that word again -- neither 
in law nor in jurisprudence-- in any significant way until February 28, 1986 with 
the enactment by President Corazon Aquino of Executive Order (E.O.) No. 1. 
Since then the intensity of the use of that "S" word both in journalistic as well as 
in judicial parlance may have well made up for all the years of non-use before 
then. 

In Sec. 2(a) of E.O. No. 1, we see that "sequestration" is mentioned as 
one of the two means for the recovery of all ill-gotten wealth of the Marcos 
spouses, their immediate family, relatives, subordinates and associates. We see 
that sequestration could apply to buildings, offices and records pertaining to 
alleged ill-gotten wealth.2 By March 25, 1986, the Provisional Constitution of the 
Republic of the Philippines3 had enshrined "sequestration" as one of the areas in 
which the· President could exercise her legislative powers in puiSuit of the 
people's mandate to recover ill-gotten properties amassed by the leaders of the 
previous regime, their relatives and their close associates at that time} 

.,. 

• This article is a text of the 1992 St. Thomas More Lecture delivered at the Ateneo de Manila 
Professional Schools Audi!orium. 
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