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I. INTRODUCTION 

An electi011 cannot give a country a firm sense <if direction if it has two or more 
national parties which merely have d(fferent names, but are as alike in their principles 
a11d aims as two peas in the same pod. ·t. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

In the Philippines, the conduct of national elections has regularly paved the 
way for various political and legal battles. During the midterm elections last 
14- May 2007, the country was witness to a climate of controversy, a·s it dealt 
with electoral issues that challenged every voter's ability to make an 
informed choice. The recurring presence bf numerous campaign ploys -
ranging from nuisance candidates to unfair campaign practices.- has once 
again put the enfranchised citizen to a test of balancing principles and values 
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against personal interests and immediate needs. While there are constant 
efforts to maintain the national elections as operative acts of a democratic 
institution, there remains the reality that the Philippine electorate still needs 
to go beyond the taces of power, popularity, and affiliation. 

This electoral reality has manifested itself in the race under the party-list 
system of representation. Under the present Constitution, registered national, 
regional, and sectoral parties or organizations shall be elected as members of 
the House of Representatives through a party-list system.' As embodied in 
Republic Act No. 7941,' otherwise known as the Party-List System Act, the 
party-list system of representation affords a scat in the House of 
Representatives to marginalized groups and organizations who garner at least 
two percent of the total number of votes cast for the party-lists.3 The aim of 
this system is to ensure optimal representation of the marginalized .sectors in 
Philippine society in order to encourage a more democratic participation in 
our country's legislative process. 4 

These groups and organizations become active participants in the 
House of Representative3 by virtue of the nominees each group submits to 
the Commission on Elections (COMELEC). According to the Party-List 
System Act, ''each registered party, organization or coalition shall submit to 
the COMELEC not later than 45 days before the election a list of names, 
not less than five, from which party-list representatives shall be chosen in 
case it obtains the required number of votes."5 These nominees, like all 
public elective officials, are required to possess the qualifications provided for 
by law. Section 9 of the Party-List System Act provides: 

Sec. 9. Qualifications Nominees. No person shall be nominated as 
party-list representative unless he is a natural-born citizen of the 
Philippines, a registered voter, a resident of the Philippines for a period of . · 
not less than one year immediately preceding the day of the election, able 
to read and write, a bona fide member of the. party or organization which he seeks 

I. See, PHIL CONST. art VI,§ 5 (r). 
2. An Act Providing for the Election of Party-List through the 

Party-List System, and Appropriating Funds Therefor [PARTY-LIST SYSTEM 
ACT], Republic A<:t No. 794I (r995). 

3. !d. Section I I (b) provides: . 
The parties, organizations, and coalitions receiving at least two percent 
of the total votes cast for the party-list system shall be entitled to one 
seat each: Provided, That those garnering more than two percent of the 
votes shall be entitled to additional seats in proportion ·to . their total 
number of votes: Provided, finally, That each party, organization, or 
coalition shall be entitled to not more than three seats. 

4· JOAQUIN G. BERNAS, S.J., THE I987 CONSTITUTION Of THE Of 
THE PHILIPPINES: A COMMENTARY 687 (2003 ed.) {hereinafter BERNAS]. 

5.' PARTY-LIST SYSTEM ACT,§ 8. 
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order to restore the present election system from a popularity contest to a 
venue for re-examining significant national issues, ideals, and concrete plans 
towards stability and deyelopment. 

I 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Hlhen the leaders choose to make themselves bidders at an auction of popularity, 
their talents, i11 the construction cf the state, will be of no service. They will become 
flatterers instead cf legislators; the i11stntments, 11ot the guides, of the people. 

- EdmtmdBurke 

Democracy is the reason for the conduct of national elections. As embodied 
in the P,reamble of the Constitution, 110 the sovereign power of government 
is vested "in the people, whose genuine interests are represented in the proper 
forum through competent officers. When elections for these public officers 
prove to motivated by personal and individual agenda, we rob ourselves 
of the pov&er afforded by the fundamentai law to participate in the national 
system of governance. elections continue to revoive around faces and 
names, and not towards legitimate . principles and standards, we do not 
compromise anyone but ourselves. 

As reviewed from the factual backdrop and the Supreme Court's 
decision in th'e case of BA-RA No. 7941 and Rosales v. Commission an 
Elections, the current electoral setting does not provide a venue conducive to 
the .of certain basic rights enshrined in the Constitution. 
As such, courts must actively take due notice of the appropriate electoral 
reforms and balance them with the enforcement of constitutionally-
guaranteed rights, together with spearheading changes in electoral culture 
perspectives in order to. improve the quality of the Philippine electoral 
process, and in the larger context, to enliven the state as a democratic 
institution. 

r ro. The Preamble of the present Constitution states: 
We, the sovereign Filipino people, imploring the aid of Almighty 
God, in order to build a just and humane society_ and establish a 
Govemmem that shall embody our ideals and aspirations, promote the 
common good, conserve and develop our patrimony, and secure to 
ourselves and our posterity the blessings of independence and 
democracy under the rule of law and a regime of truth, justice, 
freedom, love, equality, and. peace, do ·ordain and promulgate this 
Constitution. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Philippines just recently witnessed yet highlight in its political 
arena - the 2007 elections. Elections in the Philippines are very similat: to 
the fiestas the country is known for - festivities abound in political sorties, 
streets are aligned with campaign p2raphernalia, and anticipation builds up as 
the election day itself approaches. 1 The whole process is a culture in itself, 
sometimes mayhem, but definitely, of national interest. · 

However, the real drawing power of elections is not in the frills, but in 
the authority it extends to the citizens to have a voice in the future of the 
country. By having the right to vote, an individual can give his consent to 
the person he deems will serve the country's interest. It is a right as well as a 
responsibility, for its consequences can have a tremendous impact on the 
direction that the nation will take. 
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