
THIS IS JUDICIAL TYRANNY, 
PLAIN ANQ SIMPLE 

Camilo L. Sabio* 

On November 13, 1985 the Clerk of Court ofthe Supreme Court released to 
the sacada the sugar workers of Negros then presently peacefully assembled in 
picket before the Court since November 12, 1985) a resolution of tl!e Court 
en bane dated November 12, \985 in Federation of Free Farmers vs. The 
Honorable Court of Appeals, G.R. Nos. L-41161, L-41222, L-43153 and L-433-
59, otherwise known as the Victorias Case. Then ()n November 19, 1985 the Clerk 
of Court released a "REVISED RESOLUTION" on the Court en bane dated 
November 19, 1985. The ••REVISION consists in the enumeration of the voting 
of the number of the Justices of the Court in this case". 

The principal thrust and the real ratio decidend of revised resolution dated 
t." November 19, 1985 is that, with respect to the High Tribunal, Section 11, Article 

X of the Constitution is NOT MANDATORY BUT MERELY DIRECTORY: 

"To put at rest any doubt regarding the provision of Section 11 of Ahicle X 
.of !}le. Constitution. providing for a maximum period within which a case shall be 
decided or resolved is mandatory or merely directory x x x WE fmd and so hold 
that the said provision is merely directory." (P. 1 0) 

Section 11, Article X of the Constitution reads: 

.. Sec. 11 (1) Upon the effectivity ofthis Constitution, the maximum period 
within which a case or matter shall be decided ot resolved from the date of its 
submission, shall be eighteen months for the Supreme Court, and, unless reduced 
by the Supreme Court, twelve months for all inferior collegiate courts, and three 
months for all other inferior courts. 

"(2) With respect to the Supreme Court and other collegiate appellate courts, 
when . the applicable maximum period shaH have lapsed . without the rendition of 
the corresponding decisu;m ot resolution because the necessary vote canno.tbe had, 
the judgment, order, or resolution appealed from shall be deemed affmned, except 
in those cases where a qualified majority is' required and in appeals from judgments 
of conviction in criminal cases; and in original speci~ civil actions and proceedings 
for habeas corpus, the petition. in such cases shall be deemed dismissed; and a cer
tification to this effect signed by the Chief Magistrate of the court shall be issued 
and a copy thereof attached to the reC?rdofthe case." (Italics supplied) 
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