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enforcement agencies. This is the reason why only few of the traffickers are 
caught and few of the victims are recovered.78 

The problems of implementation, weak law enforcement, and corruption 
are, by no means, a monopoly of these two countries. These are realities 
experienced in most countries where trafficking remains a low-risk, high-profit 
enterprise. · 

. Countries of destination uswilly approach the problem of trafficking 
differently. Although Korea has a trafficking law, it has, in the past, refused to 
take any responsibility in solving the problem, and still has the tendency t0 
avQid the issue.79 Singapore and Malaysia both regard the issue of trafficking 
within the context of illegal migration, and prefer to address it as a serious 
social'-~nd secu1ity problem.Ho · · 

I . . 
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CoNCLvSION 

Whichever way the problem is viewed, be it within the context of trafficking 
or within the context of illegal migration, the fact remains that treating women 
and children as commodities, as if they were ordinary objects of commercial 
transactions between people, is absolutely deplorable. This· atrocity, by 
whatever name or designation, strikes at the very core of human dignity. 

It is quite obvious that the problem of trafficking in women and children 
has been in existence even before all the international legal instruments were 
adopted. Over the years, not only has the problem grown in size, it has also 
developed into a more scheming, vile and depraved practice, All the States 
must take the existing legal frameworks in the international, regional and 
national levels seriously, so that these instruments and laws can c3tch up with 
the fast growth of trafficking. Only by a serious commitment by the 
community of nations can an effective response be achieved in addressing this 
problem. Thus, all countries which vowed to uphold the inherent dignity of 
every human being when they adopted the UDHR and other standard-setting 
instruments, should bear in mind that the responsibility in preserving and 
improving the norms established for the just and humane treatment of people 
rests on each of them, as members of the international community. 

78. BANGLADESH CEDAW REPORT (Apr. I, 1997), available at http:/ /www.uri.edu/artsci/ 
wms/ hughes/ catw/banglad.htm. 

79· UNITED VoiCE [HAN-So-Rzj FOR THE ERADICATION OF PROSTITUTION IN KOREA (2000) 
·(responding to and included in the 2000 National Report of the Republic ofKorea on the 

. Asia Regional Initiative Against Trafficking in Women and Children). 

8o. DERKS, supra note 66, at 57-58, 6o. . 
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