2008] ABSTRACTS I

The U.N., the U.S., and the Security Council:
Regulating the Use of Force in Pro-

Democratic Intervention
Michelle Ann U. Juan
53 ATENEO L.]J. 296 (2008)
SUBJECT(S): PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW
KEYWORD(S): ~ UNITED NATIONS, SECURITY COUNCIL, USE OF FORCE

In this Article, the Author comments on the use of force by “bigger and
stronger’” nations to intervene in domestic matters concerning usurpation of
legitimate governmental powers, allegedly in the name of “restoration of
democracy.”

In this Article, the Author argues that pro-democratic intervention may
be permitted only in limited situations and should always be under the
auspices of the United Nations, as mandated by the U.N. Charter. In
pursuing this argument, the Author first gives an overview of the ongoing
debate for and against the use force to liberate a country from its despotic
government. Then, the Author follows this up with a brief survey of the
instances where unilateral pro-democratic intervention, particularly by the
United States of America, was made.

The Author concludes with an analysis on the U.N. Security Council’s
practice in authorizing or subsequently endorsing democratic regime changes
in countries in light of fundamental norms contained in the U.N. Charter
and general international law.



