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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Republic of the Philippines has been beset by the Moro struggle for 
. self-detennination fi:om the time of its inception. It has pursued policies of 
attraction, integration and assimilation to remedy the situation. As embodies 
iri·. the 1987 Philippine Constitution, the Republic of the Philippines has 
posited a policy of separ.1ticn of Church and State or State neutrality towards 
reliwon in Article !1, Section six and Article III, Section five. However, 
thestt provisions fuil to understand the Muslim's concept ·of religion and the 
practice of Islam, and, in fact, contravene t."le Islamic concept. Therefore, 
there must be a constitutional accommodation of the Islamic concept for an 
effective resolution to the Bangsa Moro Struggle for self-determination. 

A. The Muslim People in the Philippines and their Struggle for Self-Determination 

On the very eve of the presidential approval of the Tydings-McDuffie Act 
granting Philippine independence after a ten-year transition period, a mass 
meeting of Muslim Datus ·sent the United States Ptesident and Congress a 
declaration which read as follows: 

Because we have learned that the United States is going to give the 
Philippines independence, we want to tell you that the Philippines is 
populated by two different peoples with different religious practices and 
~ditions. The Christian Filipino] occupy the islands of Luzon and the 
VJSayas. The Moros (MuslinlS) predominate the islands of Mindanao and 
Sulu. With regard to the forthcoming independence, we foresee what 
condition we and our children who shall come after us will be in. This 
condition will be characterized by unrest, suffering and misery. 

Should the American people grant the Philippines independence, . the 
islands of Mindanao and Sulu must not be included in such grant. 

Our practices, laws and decisions of our Moro leaders should be respected. 
... Our religion should not be curtailed in any way. All our practices which 
are incidents to our religion of Islam should be respected because these 

60TH COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE 

things are what a Muslim desires to live for .... Once our religion is no 
more, our lives are no more. 1 
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These were the sentiments of the Muslim People2 then. These are the 
sentiments of the Muslim People now. 

The ratification of the 1935 Philippine Constitution on I4 May 1935 
finally sealed the fate of the Muslim People of Sulu and Mindanao with ti:at 
of the emerging Republic of the Philippines. On that day, the Muslim 
People's struggle for self-determil\ation ag-..inst the Philippines and the 
Philippines' polices of attraction, integration, and assimilation with the 
Muslim People were brought forth. They persist to this day. 

The Philippines' policies of attraction, integration, and assimilation rest 
on the mistaken premise that the Muslim People of the Philippines and the 
Christian Filipinos are one ar;.d the same people. This premise fails to 
recognize the significant differences in history and .religion of the ~o 
peoples. Moreover, the Philippines' policies are largely_ mterpreted acco~g 
to ''Christian eyes," bolstering the fears of an estlmated seven million 
Muslim People ~hat drove them to war with Spain for 333 years3 -the fear 
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r. PHILIPPINE MUSLIM NEWS, July 1968, at 7-12 (emphasis supplied). 

2. There are now approximately 7 million Muslim Filipinos constituting ten 
percent of the 71 million Philippine population. In his book THE MORO 
ARMED STRUGGLE !N THE PHILIPPINES: THE NONVIOLENT AUTONOMY 
ALTERNATIVE, Dr. Macapado Muslim states that the MuslinlS comprise some 
13 ethnolinguistic groups, namely: I. Ka/agans of the Davao Provinces; 2. 

Sangguils of S~uth Cotabato and Davao del Sur; 3· Maguindanaons of the 
Cotabato provinces (Maguindanao, North Cotabato, South Cotabato and 
Davao del Sur; 4· Iranuns of the coastal areas of Cotabato, Lanao del Sur, and 
Zamboanga del Sur provinces; 5· Maranaos of the Lanao Provinces (Lana~ del 
Sur and Lanao del Norte); 6. Kalibugans of the Zamboanga ProVJn<!!!s 
(Zamboanga del Sur and Zamboanga del Norte); 7· Yakans ofBasilan·province; 
8. Tausugs, 9· Samals, and IO. Badjaos in Sulu Archipelago, the coastal areas of 
Zamboanga, South Pal:twan, anG davao; I r. ]ama Mapur..s of Cagay~n de Sulu 
and South Palawan; and 12. Pa/awanons and 13. Molbogs of Southern Palawan. 

An "Islamic Resurgence or Revivalism" presently takes place ao:ong the 
Muslims in the Philippines. This resurgence coincides with the one taking place 
in the world. Currently, there are more than 10,000 mosques, 92, ooo converts, 
and r,ooo Moro students and/or graduates of Middle East universities in the 
Philippines. 

3. In his book STILL CHASING THE RAINBOW, Justice Jainal Rasul· states, "Dr. 
Cesar Adib Majul calls this Muslim period as Mora wars,_ coverin? 333 ye~ fr_om 
r565 to r989. Vicente Barrantes and Jose Montero Y V1dal call1t guerras p~rat.Jcas. 
















































































