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n more than adequately covered. During the last 4 or 5
rs, a surprising. plethora of textbooks dealing with the subject
law has inundated the legal field, so much so that the average
dent .has, understandably, learned not to accept these books
ore than their face value. : :

One particular branch of Philippine law has not proved to be
i exception to this state of affairs. In the field of Criminal
aw, a number of authors have attempted- to “enrich”, as 'they
wont to say, the field of legal jurisprudence with their golden
ggets of wisdom. All this is not to say that these authors fall
hort of their avowed aim, but the point is that one cannot help
ut notice that the law student invariably approaches a new text-
ook with varying degrees of cynicism and wariness.

However, there are some noteworthy books on Criminal Law
hich one can truthfully say deserve the usual words of praise and
scommendation inevitably found in the foreword.” One such book .
'Judge Guillermo Guevara’s Commentaries on the Revised Penal
ode. : -

The author has been” a judge of the Court of First Instance
d a prosecuting attorney, and at present is a professor of Criminal
aw and criminology and a law practitioner. He is also a member
.the committee on the revision of the Penal Code. Out of this
urfold source, the experience gained by the author has resulted
:this eminent work on Criminal Law.

"This book is a work of much care and study. The style is
verely simple but scholarly. In the arrangement of its material,
e author’s aim is toward clarity and conciseness. There is none
-the dogmatic or ornate manner in the author’s exposition. : :
The author starts with a particular provision, then proceeds
itk an exhaustive and analytical discussion of the provision, citing
thoritative decisions of the Supreme Court and of the Court of
ppeals illustrating the provision in point. The discussion is compre-
hensive but concise, laying stress on the elements, general rules and
ceptions of each particular crime. Where the drift of discussion
i5.controversial and authorities differ in opinien, the author has
not hesitated to give his own opinion, citing authorities and positive
doctrines of law to support his opinion. A particular example of
is may be found in his exhaustive treatment of treason as- defined
d penalized by the existing. Code provisions and ‘amendatory laws.
> Another welcome feature of this work is its incorporation of the
test laws and acts changing or dealing with our criminal laws.
Painstaking reseanch and compilation  has marked this book in its
ery page. And finally, one notes that throughout the whole book,
e author has not only dealt with the bare -provisions but also
the basic philosophy underlying its promulgation. _

To repeat the well-known cliche, this book will' be of great
ue to practitioners and students alike. . Felix. Gaerlan

«Labor would be within its rights in makihg'sus;h
mands, because’ hired labor has a double aspect: indivi
and social. It has- an 1n<'11v1<_iual_ character- because J
Smith labors and John Smith is tired at the 'end of ad
But labor has a social side, because John.Smlth has hel
to create .social wealth in cor}junctlon with other work
He is part of a combination of finance, labor and managem
For his individual contribution, he should receive a livi,
wage sufficient to support a family, and for his social coy
tribution, his constantly increasing contribution to the commé
good, he ought to receive a share in the wealth ,he_ help;
to create. Wages compensate him for his contribution . bl
the clock; but he receives no recompense either for K&
co-operation with capital and management in the produc
of .new wealth, or for his contribution to the common go
This could be remedied by giving the workers some shar
in the profits, management and ownership of the industrj
Profit sharing shculd not be in the shape of a bonus give
at Christmas, which is paternalistic;- but an agreement b
which employees will become participating sharehclders shoui;
be a normal and legitimate feature of the contract of e
ployment so as to make the worker more. a partner than
servant. This dignifying of the worker has t_>ee{1 inhibi
generally in two ways: by the slowness of capitalists to pe
ceive its merit before the government began taking - ex
profits to pour through bureaucracies in which neither cap
nor labor shares. Also, by a lack of statesmanship cu. th
part of labor leaders who constantly demand more and mor
and more, which may kill the goose that.lald -the' qapltal
istic egg, instead of seeking the more fl'exlbl’?, realistic angs}
sounder principle of participating in earnings.” .

- Bishop Sheen bids the reader io ‘“heed the heavenly reca
to the spirit” in. the last chapter in “Our Lady of Fatima an
Russia.” Unless one disbelieves in God, many 'w1_ll praise . thi
chapter for the undeniable strength of compulsion. " To clergy
men and laymen, politicians and businessmen, “Communism’ a
the Conscience of the West” is a must, not as a reference, nor
a guide, but as a “crusader” like its' author. .

Adelfo Maceda
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Readers and students of -law are agreed in one unanimot

opinion—-that the field of textbook commentaries on the law



