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THE VERY ESSENCE OF 
CONSTITUTIONALISM* 

JUSTICE CLAUDIO TEEHANKEE 

I congratulate the officers and members of the Philippine 
Bar Association (of which I am proud to be a member) for ta.tong 
the lead in the annual celebration of Law Day and renewing our 
firm commitment to the Rule of Law, specially in these times. 

We an~ gathered on this auspicious occasion to commemorate 
Law Day, on· the eve of the fourth anniversary of the issuance 
on September 21, 1972 of President Marcos' Proclamation 1081 
placing the entire Philippines under martial law and on September 
22, 1972 of General Order No. 1 whereby he proclaimed that he 
woula "govern the nation and direct the operation of the entire 
Government, induding all its agencies and instrumentalities, in 
(his) capacity and (shall) exercise all the powers and preroga
tives appurtenant and incident to (his) position as such. Com
mander-in-Chief of all the armed forces of the Philippines". 

The people were thtn filled with fear and apprehension, for 
in the President's own words "martial law connotes power of the 
gun, meant coercion py the military, and compulsion and inti
midation'? and in the Secretary of Justice's outline on the exer
cise of legislative power by the President under martial law, it 
was affirmed that "martial law is neither more nor less than the 
will of the general in command of the army. It overreaches and 
superssdes all civil law by the exercise of military power".2 .,. 

But· President Marcos as the foremost member of the Philip
pine Bar "is oriented towards the protection of the Bill of Rights". 
He was thus quoted in an August 24, 1971 p:·ess conference: "if 
you will remember, I have repeatedly said that if it were not for 

* Speech of Justice Claudio Tcehankro as guest speaker at the Philippine 
Bar Association's Law Day celebration on 18 September 1976 at the Manila 
Hilum. 

1 Daily Express, Nov. 29, 1972, page 4, cited in 50 SCRA 30, 132. 
2 As repo:rted in Lawyers' Journal, Mar. 31, 1973, page 90, citing In re. 

Egan 8 Fed. Cas. 367. · 
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